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The Church is the body of Christ, who reigns 
as king over all Creation. Everything, including 
political life, belongs to Jesus Christ, and so 
participation in political life belongs to the mission 
of the Church. Our mandate is to ‘go into all the 
world and proclaim the good news to the whole 
creation’ (Mk 16:15). . . . Here, ‘the creation’ 
refers to every aspect of human life. . . ‘Nothing 
human can be alien to it.’ 

Pope Francis, Evangelii 
Gaudium, no. 181, quoting 
Aparecida Document, no. 380

Our national tradition of religious 
freedom permits and encourages all 
people of faith to bring the insights 

of their religious traditions to bear on political 
matters. As Pope Francis affirmed during his 
visit to the U.S., “Religious liberty, by its nature, 
transcends places of worship and the private 
sphere of individuals and families…. Religion 
itself, the religious dimension, is not a subculture; 
it is part of the culture of every people and every 
nation.”1

“If society is to have a future, it must 
respect the truth of our human dignity and 
submit to that truth. . . . A society is noble 
and decent not least for its support of the 
pursuit of truth and its adherence to the most 

basic of truths” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 207). The 
truths that guide public life can be known 
by natural reason. The sanctity of human 
life, the equal dignity of all individuals, the 
obligation to protect the vulnerable, the 
nature and purposes of sex, marriage, and 
family—these are not exclusively “religious” 
truths, but truths that all people of goodwill 
can come to know without the aid of revela-
tion. Our Catholic faith sheds light on these 
truths, and so we have a duty to bring that 
light to our nation.

Many Parts, All One Body
The bishops and their pastoral collabora-

tors each have distinct roles in the Church’s 
mission. The bishops have the responsibility 
to govern the society of the Church, hand 
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“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” by the USCCB.  Second installment. As we approach the November elections, 
these articles aim to guide and inform our parishioners on the importance of aligning their civic duties with their faith. 



It is our responsibility to learn more of 
Catholic teaching and tradition, to partici-
pate in Church life, to learn from trustworthy 
sources about the issues facing our com-
munities, and to do our best to make wise 
judgments about candidates and government 
actions. These decisions should take into 
account a candidate’s commitments, charac-
ter, integrity, and ability to influence a given 
issue. Thus equipped, and further impelled by 
our sense of patriotism, we exercise our right 
and duty to vote and otherwise to participate 
actively in public life.3 By forming our con-
sciences for faithful citizenship, we can better 
pursue the common good and thus obey the 
command of our Lord to love our neighbors.

 

on doctrine and tradition, and administer 
the sacraments. The laity are called to bring 
the gospel to bear on the world. While many 
laity are involved in roles of leadership and 
service within the Church, it remains primar-
ily the role of the laity to advocate for justice, 
to serve in public office, and to inform daily 
life with the gospel. “The direct duty to work 
for a just ordering of society is proper to the 
lay faithful” (Deus Caritas Est, no. 29).  

Participation in political life requires judg-
ments about concrete circumstances. While 
bishops together with their coworkers help form 
the laity in accordance with basic principles, 
they do not tell the laity to vote for particular 
candidates. On these often complex matters, 
it is the laity’s responsibility to form their con-
sciences and grow in the virtue of prudence to 
approach the many and varied issues of the day 
with the mind of Christ.  
 
Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship

Conscience is “a judgment of reason” by 
which one determines whether an action is 
right or wrong (see Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, no. 1778). It does not allow us 
to justify doing whatever we want, nor is 
it a mere “feeling.” Conscience—properly 
formed according to God’s revelation and 
the teaching of the Church—is a means by 
which one listens to God and discerns how 
to act in accordance with the truth.2 The 
truth is something we receive, not something 
we make. We can only judge using the con-
science we have, but our judgments do not 
make things true.
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This bulletin insert along with five others was approved by 
the body of U.S. bishops in November 2023.  
Find this and more complementary resources at  
www.faithfulcitizenship.org. 
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1 Pope Francis, Meeting for Religious Liberty with Hispanic 
Community and Other Immigrants, September 26, 2015.
2 Gaudium et Spes (The Church in the Modern World), no. 16. See 
also, Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1785.
3 Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 2239-40.



NJ Dogs of Honor is a Non-Profit  
program established in 2018 

providing rescue service dogs, 
who otherwise would be facing 
euthanasia, to service military  

veterans diagnosed with  
Post-Traumatic Stress.

njdogsofhonor.com
To Find Out How You Can Help...

Dogs Rescuing Veterans • Veterans Rescuing Dogs

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

Certified By The Supreme Court of New Jersey
As A Workers’ Compensation Law Attorney

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security Disability

IT’S THE LAW!
You must stop for a school bus that 
is stopped with its red lights flashing  
whether it is on your side of the road or  
the opposite side of the road.

Brenna-Cellini
Funeral Homes

HAMILTON BRENNA-CELLINI FUNERAL HOME
2365 Whitehorse-Mercerville Road • Hamilton, New Jersey 08619

(609) 584-8080

PARKSIDE BRENNA-CELLINI FUNERAL HOME
1584 Parkside Avenue • Ewing, New Jersey 08638

(609) 882-4454
Maria E. Brenna, Owner/Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4879

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

ADVANCED FUNERAL PLANNING AND COUNSELING • SERVING ALL FAITHS

We will beat our competitor’s pricing

F84851 (CK) - St. Gregory The Great, Hamilton Square	  FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	  LEFT

Achieve Greater 
Independence At

Morris Hall · One Bishops’ Drive
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

609-896-0006

ST. MARY’S ASSISTED LIVING
ST. JOSEPH’S SKILLED NURSING CENTER

john@johndkellycpa.com
609-802-3057

Taxes done
right for a 

reasonable price
30 Years of Tax

Knowledge

John
Kelly

Stewardship & Financial Responsibility
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ August 11, 2024

The Church of St. Gregory the Great does not necessarily endorse all the viewpoints of all of the companies advertising below.

“Get up and eat or the journey will be too much for you!” 1 KINGS 19:7
God knows that committing to a stewardship lifestyle is difficult. However, we were not designed to
do it on our own, we need God’s help. Fortunately, God gave us the greatest gift of all, His son, Jesus.

Through the gift of the Eucharist, we unite our sacrifice with Jesus’ sacrifice to do the will of God, Our
Father. We receive the strength and courage to be His missionary disciples. 

To sign up for Online Giving
please visit the parish website.

Thank you for your
continued support! 



ALL OF YOUR RECYCLING & DISPOSAL NEEDS

Mention this ad & receive FREE DELIVERY of your next 
dumpster / Call today for Spring Clean Out Specials!!

Roll-off Containers • LEED Certified
Material Recycling Facility

1519 Calhoun Street • Trenton, NJ 08638
www.HorizonDisp.com

609.964.0897

Horizon Disposal Services is a division of Mercer Group International

528 Rt. 33 • Hamilton, NJ 08619 • 609.890.0086
talkofthetowndancestudio.com

est. 1969

nicklopez@kw.com • nicklopez.kw.com

ROBERT “NICK” LOPEZ
Broker/General Manager

 

NJ License #: 0681165 • PA License #: AB068988

c: 609.516.6130 o: 609.987.8889

REALTOR®

100 Canal Pointe Blvd • Ste 120 
Princeton NJ 08540

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

609.516.5293
  GGC-LLC@outlook.com
    Licensed & Insured (NJ & PA)

Norbert Gorecki

BASEMENTS, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS, ADDITIONS & ALL KIND 
OF HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS.

MENTION AD AND GET 10% OFF
www.goreckigeneralconstruction.com

FREE
Estimate

www.Call811.com

Know what’s below.
Call 811 before 
you dig.

JAMES C. RICKETTI, D.P.M.
Board Certified

Foot Specialist · Surgeon & Sports Medicine
Golden Crest Corp. Center, 2273 Rt. 33, Suite 204 · Hamilton Square

587-1674(Parish Member)

RICO’S 
AUTO BODY, INC.

~ Foreign & Domestic ~
P 609-585-4343 · F 609-581-1889

N.J. Lic. No. 00343A
601 RTE. 130 · ROBBINSVILLE, NJ 08691

F84851 (CK) - St. Gregory The Great, Hamilton Square	  FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	  RIGHT

A&M
Farm & Garden Center

(609) 448-0663
Flowers, Nursery, Produce, Christmas Decor

Sheds, Gazebos, Lawn Furniture, Playsets, Wishing Wells
Fax: 609-448-2498 • www.amgardencenter.com

1203 Rt. 130 North • Robbinsville, NJ 08691
Pies Baked Daily

GREGORY E. COX, M.D.
EYE PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

2 Hamilton Health Place · Medical Office Bldg. #2, Hamilton, NJ 08690

Fellowship Trained in Cornea/External •Disease and Refractive Surgery

609-586-0849
Board Certified

Specializing In Cataract, Glaucoma, Cornea Transplant 
and LASIK / Refractive Surgery

www.homeaestheticsn.com

Home Aesthetics NJ LLC, is a  
small business providing residential 

and some commercial cleaning 
service in the Mercer County area 

and neighboring counties.
Licensed and Insured

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
Call Tom Zukofski 

732-236-4251 • 800-883-4343 x95



B. Mus, Piano Performance &
Pedagogy / Ages 5 to Adult

Mobile: 732.456.0346
oliviapascarella54@gmail.com

Please feel free to contact 
me with questions or to 
schedule a free trial lesson! 

PIANO LESSONS
Olivia Pascarella 

Therapeutic & Relaxation Massage
609-571-8795

638 LAWRENCEVILLE ROAD · LAWRENCEVILLE
peacefulrejuvenation.com

CALL US IMMEDIATELY 908-788-9390

Caring, Honest
Professionals To  

Service Seniors As  
Certified Homemaker

Home Health Aides!

Looking For:

401K B e n e f i t s  A va i labl    e  + F a m i ly -T y p e  A t m o s p h e r e

Anita’s Angels, Inc. Is “Families Helping Families”

IN-HOME
ELDER 
CARE

FREE
Assessments

Families Helping Families

Want To Make A Difference  
In The Lives Of The Elderly?

2235 ROUTE 33
HAMILTON, NJ 08690

Individual & Business Income Taxes

609-208-0259

SERVING A VARIETY OF ITALIAN PASTRIES, 
LUNCH, DINNER & DAILY/WEEKLY SPECIALS

2 N. Main Street • Allentown, NJ 08501
609.770.6630 • VucciriaMarket.com 

Bringing Italian Specialties & Sicilian 
Street food flair to Allentown 

10% OFF PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

   SWEET & 
SOPHISTICATED 
 BABY APPAREL, 
ACCESSORIES
    AND GIFTS

   Hand-picked and 
     unique everyday 
 essentials to special 
  occasion wear for 
         newborn to 5T

9 S. Main Street • Allentown, NJ 08501 
609.994.5917 • PetuniasBaby.com

Visit 
Us!

Office Hours By Appointment
Tel. (609) 689-9292 • www.verduciortho.com

Residential ~ Commercial
New Construction - Custom Lighting

Service Upgrades
Violations Corrected

Trouble Shooting
Cable/Data/Phone Wiring
(609) 585-0545

LIC #8271B

F84851 (CK) - St. Gregory The Great, Hamilton Square	  FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	 OUTSIDE

Chiarello’s
Hamilton Food Market
HOT & COLD CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

 1624 Hamilton Ave. 	
 Hamilton, NJ

(609)
586-4635

LES DEAMER
Carpentry Services Co.

(Parishioner)

• New Homes Built
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Kitchens & Baths

609-743-1027
NJ Lic. # 13VH01267600

The Cross & 
Shamrock

Religious Items & Irish Gifts
1669 Route 33 · Hamilton Square
www.crossandshamrock.com

609-586-9696

Gary R. Delhagen

Service & Maintenance 
Agreements Available

$30.00 OFF
$180.00 Or More

609-586-4969
H A M I L T O N   S Q U A R E

Plumbing Lic. #10490 | HVAC Lic. #4565

Specialty 
License 
#5101

Golden Crest Corporate Center
2279 State Hwy. 33, Suite 516

Hamilton Sq., NJ 08690

Hometown Orthodontic Care

DMBATTAGLIACPA@OPTONLINE.NET
Discounts Given to New Clients

Dina M. Battaglia 
C.P.A.

15%OFF

WE DELIVER

25+ 
Years In 
Business!

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

DINE-IN OR 
PICK-UP ORDER

YOUR DELIVERY + FREE 
ORDER OF GARLIC KNOTS

10%OFF
Catering Order 
Of $50 Or More

We Deliver All Day! We Cater On & Off Premises!

15%OFF

WE CATER

609-890-3344

www.delhagen-nj.com

NJ Lic. #14892




