OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ April 28, 2024

Parish Feast Day

Fr. Ariel Robles, Pastor » 137 West Upper Ferry Road « West Trenton, New Jersey 08628 = 609-882-3277



Ourn Lady of Goed (oansel

IV ass  Funtentions Readers
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2024 SATURDAY,  MAY 4
5:00 PM Gerald P. Schroth r/o Elaine Palatine 5:00 PM Sherri Calderone

Intentions of Donna Collins SUNDAY, MAY 5

. 8:30AM Keri Wilkes
SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2024 Fifth Sunday of Easter 10:30 AM First Communicants
8:30 AM Robert Townsend r/o Nancy Finn . . ..
Eucharistic Ministers

10:30 AM Mary DeCandido r/o Pyontek Family SATURDAY, MAY 4

People of the Parish 5:00 PM Jackie Crane, Ginny Evans

SUNDAY, MAY 5

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024 8:30 AM Dennis Hice, Laura Shea
7:30 AM Rocco Scanelli (Anniv) 10:30 AM Brenda O’Callaghan, Wendy Reading

r/o Theresa Toth Altar Servers
TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2024 SATURDAY, MAY 4
7:30 AM Sam Marrazzo 5:00 PM Alan Colazzo, James Gummel

r/o Russell & Debbie Vizzini SUNDAY, MAY 5

8:30 AM Liz Baron, Daniel Wilkes

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2024 . ) ;
7:30 AM Healing of Lydia Lopez 10:30 AM Dylan Rutkowski, MacKaylay Yung

r/o Elaine Palatine News & Events
THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2024 ' Sunday, April 28, Happy Feast Day! Mass 10:30
7:30 AM Dolores Mattis r/o Mary Arcadipane AM, Followed by Marian Procession and Dinner

Al & Anne Dempster (Wedding Anniv) in the Parish Hall

r/o Deacon Steve & Mary Szmutko Inthe Faris all. . )
FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024 First Friday ﬁ?ggzi/‘l".“y' hMTDY 1'hS:“|'|°rs Club will meet at
7:30 AM Intentions of Ariel & Bobbie Arcadipane - in the Parish Hall. _

r/o Mom Thursday, May 2, Good News Sunday Scripture

Adoration 8 AM to 3 PM Study will meet in the Opdenacker Room at 7:00
SATURDAY,  MAY 4,2024 First Saturday PM and on Friday morning at 10:00 AM.
8:00 AM Priest's Intention Friday, May 3, First Friday Adoration 8 am-3 pm.
5:00 PM People of the Parish Saturday, May 4, Novenas in honor of Our Lady

Gay N. McGraw r/o Bob & Debbie Smith | Of the Miraculous Medal and St. Jude follow
morning Mass. Reconciliation 4-4:30 PM.

SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2024 Sixth Sunday of Easter LS
8:30 AM Robert W. Cook /o Wife, Patricia RITD> ==
John Hartmann r/o Dolores DeBlasio aAr OLIr 77
10:30 AM For the Intentions of our First
Communion Students and their families
Pray for our Sick:
(:HUR(: SUPrProORT Kevin Baker, Mitzi Baker, Erin Barbato, Col. Gabriel
S Beck, Christina Beck, Rosemarie Buker, Richard Cook,
COLLECTION REPORT Sarah Dowd, Al Gatto, Leo Genovesi, Brian Gershon,
Registered Parish Families 688 Phil Glaser, Sandra Goeke, Elizabeth Gonzalez, There-
Parishioners using envelopes 120 sa Gregorio, Sherri Hanlon, Eileen and James A. Kee-
Envelope Contributions $2,610.00 nan, IV, Mary Lou Kramli, Carol Lake, Wayne Lecato,
Average Contribution $21.75 Laura Lynch, Kevin Mattis, Kevin McBride, Keith Mello,
Loose Cash $632.00 Joan Moore, Marie Muscente, Kim Nash, Angelika

Total Contributions April 21: $3,242.00 Niranjan, Carol Perrine, Dominic Petito, Jennifer An-

. . ) dres & Gadiel Quiroga, Lucy Saganowski, Vincent

Total Online Giving for March: $5,045.00 Schnell, G. Welly Samuels, Debbie Sattler, Gregory
Schafer, Steve Schmierer, Dolores Sebasto, Kristy
el Shanahan, Linda Solinski, Deacon Steve Szmutko,

Thank you for your generosity! Brenda Thornley, Erin Cahill Wetzel, Cherylann Wilson,

Stanley Wrobel and all parishioners who are sick or
homebound.
Please call the parish office to add a name to the

rj prayer list and to inform us when all is well so we may

Friend us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton/

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM:
https://lwww.instagram.com/olgcchurch/

take a name off the list.




5th Sunday of Easter, April 28, 2024

Reading I: Acts 9:26-31
Responsorial Psalm 22:26-27. 28, 30, 31-32
Reading II: 1 John 3:18-24
Gospel: John 15:1-8

I am the vine,
you are the
branches.

JOHNISS

Cutting Back

The Gospel for this coming Sunday of Easter has the familiar
story about the vine and the branches. Jesus, the vine, is
rooted and stable and will always bring us all the nourish-
ment we need.

Maybe you would like to stop there and contemplate such a
rich image. Do so if you would like.

Because just beyond it there is the small matter of being pruned. To prune a plant is to cut parts of it off. Je-
sus mentions it twice in our reading: Speaking as the vine, he says that the Father...

takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes,

so that it bears more fruit. Ouch.

If we bring forth no fruit, we “will be thrown out like a branch and wither.” If we bear some, we have to be
pruned. We lose either way!

And it seems to be our fault:

If only | were a better person, if only | had done the right thing, if only the world were different, if only | had
been dealt a better hand in the game of life, or, or, or. If | weren't so full of guilt | wouldn’t have to be pruned.
It is all my fault!

Guilt is a major feature of human life. “Everything goes wrong,” it says, and it is my fault.

To tell the truth, many people take the crucifixion as a direct result of their own sins. “I caused this. My sins
killed Jesus.” This is not completely false, but it is out of control. How could your small sins take down the
Lord of the universe?

So could there be a better way to deal with guilt?

First, decide whether you are bearing no fruit at all. None. If that is really and actually true, then get help from
someone, because spiritually you are dying. Most of us do bear good fruit—it is just that we don't remember
that we do.

Second, with that understood, look at what pruning is. It is a way to make things better, make a better plant, a
better tree, a better orchard. If you cut tired old branches from your Philodendron, for instance, it will begin to
thrive again, not wither. Pruning encourages new growth and the overall health of the plant or tree.

Third, seen in that way, you and | do need to be trimmed regularly, don’t we? Maybe unconsciously we have
been thinking that we ourselves are the vine, independent of Christ, not just a branch. The reason pruning
would help is not that we should be punished, but that it promotes health of the whole person, the whole gar-
den, the whole orchard—the mystical body of Christ.

Trust the steadiness of Jesus’ gardener hand. Trust even while suffering. Drink in your overflowing share of
trust at Sunday’s table of the Lord. Let the Word instruct you, let the body and blood of Christ, which was
pruned to almost nothing, fill you and shape you.

Then you can say to the Lord with the rest of us, go ahead, trim whatever gets in the way! | am not the vine, |
am a branch. My job is not to be perfect, it is to remain in Christ, and to let him do good within me and
through me and us.

John Foley, SJ

Coins for Charity
This coming weekend will be
Coins for Charity weekend!

Containers will be placed at all
entrances to the Church
MAY 4-5 for your donations.

Also, please continue to place

your Marrazzo's receipts in the
baskets at the three entrances
to the church.

Thanks to your generosity OLGCC sent a $200.00
Homebound members will be scheduled to receive donation to Mt. Carmel Guild and Catholic Charities
the Eucharist at home. this week.  Your generosity is appreciated!

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND

If you or someone you know is unable
to come to Mass because of signifi-
cant illness or long-term disability,

Fr. Ariel and our Eucharistic Ministers
will visit area homes to bring the
Blessed Sacrament.

Please call the parish office at 609-882-3277x3
to Inform us you would like to be added to the
Communion Call list.
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2024 FIRST COMMUNION CLASS

Nina Cifelli Paige Kolodziej
Isadora Madriz Camila Martinez
Catalina Martinez Sebastian Reyes
Kennedy Rogers Ryan Suggs
John Valentine

A

S
JESUS
| LOVE YOU

WITH GREAT JOY AND HONOR, |
PRESENT TO OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
THE NINE CHILDREN WHO WILL
RECEIVE THE HOLY EUCHARIST FOR
THE FIRST TIME ON MAY 5TH AT THE
10:30 A.M. MASS.

OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS MUST BE
SO EXCITED. THEY HAVE BEEN
RECEIVING JESUS THROUGH HIS
SACRED WORD, BUT ON MAY 5TH, THEY
WILL RECEIVE CHRIST THROUGH HIS
SACRED BODY FOR THE FIRST TIME.

LET US REMEMBER THESE YOUNG
MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
IN PRAYER AS THEY REACH THIS
IMPORTANT MILESTONE ON THEIR
FAITH JOURNEY.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST
COMMUNICANTS, AND TO THEIR
PARENTS WHO RAISED THEM SO WELL.

REV. ARIEL ROBLES, PASTOR

MAY 5, 2024 ~ FOLLOWING
10:30 AM MASS

Inside Church

May 5th 10:30 A.M. Mass ~
followed by May Crowning

A Knight out for Charity May 29 ™ Firkin Tavern I
I M‘Tﬁmﬂ Ewing Knights of Columbus Council #3756 is hosting a fundraiser at the Firkin Tavern, I
) 1400 Parkway Ave, Ewing. This Spring’s event will be held on Wednesday, May 29" from
I 5:00pm to 10:00pm. Firkins will be donating 10% of the cost of the food purchased that evening (dine in or takeout) to I
Ithe Ewing Knights for their charitable work. Please consider patronizing Firkins on May 29th to help the Knights of I
I Columbus in these worthy causes. No bulletin or flyer is needed.
Ewing Knights of Columbus P.O. Box 7647, Ewing, NJ 08628 I

S |



Bingo Night Post Script. . .
We had lots of fun April 20th for our first Parish Free
Bingo! Thanks to all who planned, set up, cleaned up and

all who attended! We will do this again! ©

Knights of
Columbus’

Roses for Life

The Ewing Council #3756 of the Knights of Columbus will
have their annual Roses for Life drive after all the masses
at Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish the weekend of
May 11th and 12th
Collection buckets will be at the doors and lapel roses will
be available to those who want them. All proceeds will be
donated to local organizations who work with pregnant
women in difficult situations and encourage
them to choose life.

Thank you for your support.

, May is the month dedicated to Mary |
Motber of God and the Church % 2:

OLGCC ~ ROSARY GROUP A
We have a small group of parishioners who attend 5‘,
mass daily and pray the rosary after mass. What o
beautiful and meaningful way to start your day! And, »"
May is the month to praise and honor OUR HOLY
MOTHER.

At Fatima, Our Lady ended her initial message in May
with the direction, “Pray the Rosary every day in order
to obtain peace for the world and the end of the war.”
What better way to fight the evil forces that are
everywhere in our world today.

Please consider joining our group when you can. '“‘\
We are finished by 8:30am.

OUR LADY QUEEN OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY

PRAY FOR US.
G ~ First Friday Adoration ~ b
 __ May 3rd ~ 8:00 AM to 3 PM
7 Adoration—Sign up sheets Join our New Adult Single’s Group -
are in the Church Vestibule The Community "COFFEE”" Club
to deSIQnate a time when you Are you an aduli. 19 years or
can attend. You may also older® Single for any reason?
Pt siagn up online at olgcc.net Employed? In college? Looking for
9 P g N riends 1o do group aclivities
click on Adoration on top menu bar, Click on - consistent with living your faith in
the flyer and you will be in the sign up area. i . Christ*
Simply pick a time slot and you will be prompt- Come check oul “The

Community C.O.F.FEE. Club” on
Friday. May 3rd at 7 PM in the
Parish Hall.

We encourage and invite you to
attend First Friday Adoration any
time from 8AM-3PM in the Church
belore the meeting.

Be inspired! Come and See!

ed to fill in your information.
Don't like doing things on line then please call
our Chairperson, Denise Hayes at 908-242-2183
She will gladly help you sign up.

Come aside and rest a while with the Lord.
He is truly present in the :
Most B|essed Sacrament We meot the First Friday ol every month.

More information will be available @t the Meeting!
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IN HONOR OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

— AND ALL MOTHER
a“‘_ N S

MAY
SUNDAY I 9 10:30 MASS

TEA FOLLOWS MASS
IN OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL PARISH HALL
137 WEST UPPER FERRY ROAD

To RSVP and/or For More Information:
Loretta Ennis: 609-963-7121, Cathy Ferdetta: 609-883-1559 /’

\ or Gae Santiago: 609-532-2113

R R R i T T T T e B s

| Please RSVP (to help with ordering) by Phone or i
: Return form by May 4/5th (drop in OLGCC or ISJ collection or mail/take to parish office) :
: Name :
: #attending |
1Phone :
L I
! I
I Email I
! Sponsored by |
L Ewing Columbiettes #3756 1



ROOFING - CHIMNEYS
RS oy S *

: — We Find & Fix Leaks!
basement waterproofing

- ! 27 s
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service by =W\

: - e

French Drains « e ROYAL PRO
Foundation Repair "f'} " | | __ CONSTRUCTION
Mold Remediation |\ A8 _| | $800 OFF 15% OFF
I . i ny New Roo 1 1 Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, ,

: : 3 ! ! | Masonry Repair & SENIORS |
All Work Guaranteed A ittt ittt ettt ettt

877-401-4777 | oY Chonded & Insured « 20+ Years
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com W][TH HS 732-589-9967 Sm;q;%a{%wﬂam;

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community |

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross
Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

AD!

j FREE INSPECTION
O];feTclz?e)dOg;Z(fj ?;157 a 0 Licensed & Insured Ma”OfyS Army FOUhda'hon RI D E S HA RE
ad 0 United Together In The Flght Agamst Bullymg...

RIGHTWAY

www. MaIIorysArmy com S to P
(973) 440-8657

WATERPROOFING CO. ) Infoemallorysarmy.org . gl¢
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING It easy to join our mailing
list! Just send your email
MOLD REMEDIATION address by text message: M atc h

s OUNDATION REPAIR | & Text MALLORYSARMY
P £09-386-6969 = 3 to 22828 to get started.

www.Rightway Waterproofing.com m Message and dataratesmay apply. ~ HWHATSMYNAME

533 Our Lady of Good Counsel (I) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net




609-882-3800 ESTABLISHED 1870
C%URPHY

FUNERAL HOME —
& CREMATION SERVICE

C

“Family Owned & Operated”
935 Parkway Ave., Ewing, NJ 08618 1863 Hamilton Ave., Hamilton, NJ 08619
Michael V. Grandi - Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4427

cLeaning core.| General Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Since 1927 Office Hours:

COMPLETE JANITORIAL Monday 8 am-6 pm © Tuesday 7:30 am-5 pm

AND WINDOW CLEANING Wednesday 8 am-5:30 pm © Friday 8 am-4 pm
SERVICES Saturday - Open One Per Month

Call (609) 896-1050 10 schedule an appointment.  §
Visit www.Kosztyu.com

BLOOMING
GROVE INN

; - 234 West Upper Ferry Road, Ewing
catholicmatch Serving Dinner beginning at 4:00 PM
New Jersey Wednesday - Sunday

KX EXXXAXEXXXAXXEXXAEXEXXXXEXX XX ¥ X

Available Seven Days a Week Anytime for
| Bereavement, Baptism and Other Private
Events for up to 125 people

o 609-822-1150
arkwayAutoBodyine Com (609)882-1144 o www. BloomingGrovelnn.com

WILSON-APPLE
FUNERAL HOME

ServING THE HopeweLL VALLEY For 50 YEARS
Pre-Need Planning 609-737-1498
Robert A. Wilson, Owner N.JLic. No. 2520
CatholicMatch.com/ R. Asher Wilson, Manager N.J. Lic. No. 3823
dateNJ Pennington Circle, Pennington, NJ

BUILD

YOUR —
COMMUNITY | Opticans IS
|

Day & Evening Service

882-7400

Collision Experts

 PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLE!
I ||| == |

For o+ Years!

| )

Owned by Ewing
Tuﬂerﬁf g'{ﬂnll? residents proudly
serving the Ewing
We WiLL BEAT OUR community!
| COMPETITORS PRICES

Our newly renovated facility offers families a modern & welcoming atmosphere while
also being in compliance with current ADA regulations. We are fully ADA accessible! Brenni
FUME

533 Our Lady of Good Counsel (b) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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